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Purpose:  To protect patients and visitors from infectious diseases that may be transmitted 
by contaminated toys and play materials. 
 
Applicability:   All DeWitt Health Care Network (DHCN) personnel working in patient care 
areas where toys are provided for children. 
 
Policies and Procedures:  Toys that are provided by the DHCN and are acceptable for use 
in health care areas include only those that can be cleaned and disinfected.  Acceptable toys 
include toys made of plastic, metal and vinyl.  No toys will be used that cannot be immersed 
in cleaning solution.  Fabric, fur toys, dolls or stuffed animals are prohibited as community or 
shared playthings.  Donated items of this type may be given to an individual child to take 
home.  
 
Toys that have been played with will be cleaned and disinfected after use by each child. All 
toys will be cleaned at least daily.   Play materials are inspected regularly by staff and 
discarded if worn or heavily soiled.  
 
Infant and toddler toys that have been put in the child’s mouth should be cleaned and 
disinfected between individual children’s use.  When an infant or toddler finishes playing with 
a toy, the toy should be retrieved and placed in a designated container or bin reserved for 
dirty toys.  This bin should be out of the reach of children.  Toys can be cleaned at a later 
time and transferred back to the area for clean toys.  
 
To clean toys:  
Remove surface contamination with soap and water. Scrub the toy in warm, soapy water. If 
necessary use a disposable brush to reach into crevices.  Rinse toy in clean water.  
 
To disinfect toy after cleaning: 
Immerse toys in, or squirt onto and cover toys with, a properly diluted solution of hospital 
approved disinfectant (Cavicide).  Ensure a 5 minute contact time for disinfectant on toy. 
Rinse well and let air dry.  
 
Use a commercial, disposable, cloth "wipe" premoistened with hospital approved disinfectant 
(CavaWipes) to wipe down toy.  Assure contact of wipes into crevices on toy.  Use wipes 
according to manufacturer's directions on label, making sure to achieve recommended 5 
minute contact time for solution.   Daily documentation of cleaning and disinfection of toys will 
be maintained on each unit where toys are provided. 
 
References: 
 
Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc., APIC Text of 
Infection Control and Epidemiology. 2002. p. 40-7. 
 
CDC, Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion: "Washing and Disinfecting Toys". January 
1997.  

SECTION 12A - PATIENT CARE PRACTICES - TOYS


